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Today’s Agenda

• 2025 Plan Selection 
Updates

• Plan Selection Tips, 
Tricks & Tools

• Narrowing the 
Options
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2025 Plan 

Selection Updates 



2025 
Employer 
Coverage 

Affordability 
Percentage

Year Percentage

2024 8.39%

2025 9.02%
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2025 FPL Chart 
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Financial Impact of Cost Sharing 
Reduction Brackets 

Deductible $0 $500 $3,000 $5,000

OOPM $2,000 $3,000 $6,400 $8,000
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2025 Plan Parameters Standards for 

“Easy Pricing Plans”
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Continuing for Plan Year 2025: Easy Pricing Plans

• Standard AV, maximum out-of-pocket (MOOP), deductibles, and cost-sharing for a given 

metal level of coverage

What is a standardized plan?

• Can make it easier for shoppers to compare choices based on premiums, provider networks, 

and quality ratings

• Response to growing number of plan choices in HealthCare.gov states / “choice overwhelm”

• Average in 2022: >100 plans, >45 Silver plans

Why require standardized plans on the marketplace?

• Issuers must offer standardized plans at every product network type, at every metal level, and 

throughout every service area that they offer non-standardized options

• Issuers may only offer 2 non-standardized plan options per network type/metal level in 2025

• Plans labeled as “Easy Pricing” and included as separate filter

What’s required in 2025?
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Tips, Tricks, & Tools: 
Plan Selection



Your 
Friendly, 

Marketplace
Filter 
Tool 

45 Total Plans

18 Bronze

15 Silver

12 Gold

2 Plan Types 

38 PPOs

7 POSs

3 Issuers 

BCBS (16)

Mountain Health (20)

PacificSource (9)

Billings, Montana, 59101
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General Definitions of Plan Types

HMO EPO POS PPO

PCP 

required?

MAY Require

PCP

Doesn’t 

Require PCP

MAY Require 

PCP

Doesn’t Require 

PCP

Referral to 

specialist 

required?

MAY Require 

referral

Doesn’t 

require 

referral

MAY require 

referral 

Doesn’t require 

referral 

Out of Network 

Routine Care?

No No Yes (separate, higher 

deductible & cost 
sharing and no OPM 
for out of network 
care)

Yes (separate, higher 

deductible & cost 
sharing and no OPM 
for out of network 
care)

Out of Network 

Emergency? ALL Marketplace plans required by law to “hold member harmless” in case 

of a life threatening, out of network emergency room visit 
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Filter Tool + Easy Pricing Plans 

45 Total 

Plans

Easy Pricing 

Plans

Non-Easy 

Pricing Plan 

18 Bronze 6 12

15 Silver 6 9

12 Gold 6 6

Billings, Montana, 59101
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Plan Education
Premium, Deductible & Out of Pocket Maximum  

Working clockwise, start by 

defining and explaining: the 

(1) premium, then the 

(2) deductible, and finally 

the (3) out of pocket max

(1) Your premium is what 

you pay each month to 

have health insurance, even 

if you don’t use it.

The amount displayed is 

your monthly cost, after the 

premium tax credit. 

1 2 3

(3) Once your contributions hit 

the plan’s out-of-pocket 

maximum, the insurance is 

responsible for the future costs 

of your care. You must 
continue to pay your premiums 

and receive care that is covered 

by your plan and is within its 

provider network. 13

(2) For certain care, you pay 

full price until you meet 

your plan’s deductible. 

Once your deductible is 

met, the insurance pays a 

percentage of the cost of 

certain services, while you 

pay the remaining amount.
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Plan Education
Copayments 
and Coinsurance 1

2 3

4

Explain the plan’s 

costs for care 

next. When 

opened the (4) 

“You Pay” section 
will display 

copays and 

coinsurance for 

certain care 

services. 

(4) This plan has copays for certain services. Primary 

Care visits will cost $20, Specialist visits will cost $40 

and Generic Drugs will cost $10. You do not need to 

meet your deductible first for primary and specialist 

visits.  We’ll double check the situation for Generic 

Drugs in a moment.  

The cost of an ER visit is covered by a 30% 

coinsurance, or a percentage of the total 

cost of care.  You would pay full price for an 

ER visit until you hit your $700 deductible, at 

which point you would be responsible for 
30% of the remainder of the ER visit cost. 



Plan Education
An illustrative Scenario 
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1 2 3

4

Once you’ve explained the plan’s costs 

for care, it can be helpful to use a 

scenario to illustrate the plan’s function. 

If your first use of this health plan was a visit to the emergency room, 

you would pay the $700 Deductible + 30% of ER costs after deductible.

If the ER visit cost $15,000, you pay $700 + 30% of the remaining 

$14,300 bill, $4,290.  Total cost would be $700 + $4,290, or $4,990. 

At this point, your contributions have exceeded the plan’s out-of-pocket 

maximum, you would pay no more than $3,000 for the ER visit.  

For the remainder of the plan year, all in network, covered care would be paid 

for by the insurance company, though you must continue to pay your premium.
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Checking 
the Drug 
Deductible

Double Checking a Generic Drug Copay 
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American 
Indian and 
Alaskan 
Native

Cost 
Sharing 

Reductions 
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Narrowing the Options 
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Sample Network Overview 



Best OE 

Preparation 

Practice: 

Compile a 

Network 

Overview 

Document, 

ASAP
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The Filter Tool and Network Overview
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White Sulphur Springs, Montana, 59645

33 Total Plans 

14 Bronze | 11 Silver | 8 Gold 

1 Health Plan Types

PPO

3 Insurance Companies
• Blue Cross Blue Shield (9)
• Mountain Health (15) 

• Imperial Insurance (7)



Network Overview & Ratings Area 

23



24

Network Overview Charts



Provider Directories:
Mountain Health 
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Resources

Build Your Own Network Overview Charts: 

• Blank Template Versions for Network Overview Resource (>6 
plans) (Excel)

• Blank Template Versions for Network Overview Resource (Simple)

*Note: Available on Google Sheets. To use this spreadsheet, log into 
your Google account and select “Make a Copy” or “Download” –> 
“Microsoft Excel (.xlsx)”

Enrollment Tools:

• Marketplace Enrollment Checklist Guide

• Easy Pricing Plans (Standardized Plans) Guide

• Summary of Benefits and Coverage Guide

• Plan Comparison Worksheet (Available in 8 Languages)

Webinar: Under the Hood: Building Your Own Plan Selection Tools for 2024
27

https://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Blank-Plan-Overview-Template.xlsx
https://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Blank-Plan-Overview-Template.xlsx
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11636a38LHR-gM6B2hTNgRX3yc3BuLq2vofeu02lMAbE/edit
https://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/marketplace-enrollment-checklist-guide/
https://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/easy-pricing-plans-standardized-plans/
https://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/the-summary-of-benefits-and-coverage/
http://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/plan-comparison/
https://www.healthreformbeyondthebasics.org/under-the-hood-building-your-own-plan-selection-tools-for-2024/


Contact
Arianna Anaya

anayaari@gmail.com

This is a project of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
www.cbpp.org

Thank you so much for your time and 

attention today. 

Best of luck this season!  
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